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Programme Details

For details of the Programme, interested organisations may visit Home Affairs
Department’s website:
www.had.gov.hk/en/public_services/en_self_reli/index.htm

The Programme is open to applications all year round, but deadlines for

vetting of applications will be set on a half-yearly basis. Interested

organisations can download the “Application Guides” and “Application Form”

from the above website, or contact the Home Affairs Department for

enquiries —

Address: The Secretariat to the Enhancing Self-Reliance
Through District Partnership Programme

Home Affairs Department -
21/F., China Overseas Building
139 Hennessy Road, Wan Chai "

Telephone: 2123 8383
Email: esr_secretariat@had.gov.hk
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In the 2006-07 Budget, the Financial Secretary announced that $150 million
will be earmarked over the next five years to strengthen district-based
poverty alleviation work and assist socially disadvantaged groups to gain
self-reliance, including support for social enterprises. The Commission on
Poverty, chaired by the Financial Secretary, has also conducted detailed
discussions on district-based poverty alleviation work.

In parallel, the Government strives to form partnerships with different
organisations and sectors to build a caring, harmonious and supportive
community.

To achieve the above goals, the Home Affairs Department has
established the Enhancing Self-Reliance Through District Partnership
Programme. It provides funding support to community organisations on
district-based poverty alleviation work. Based on the principle of
helping people to help themselves, eligible organisations interested in
developing programmes or social enterprises leading to job creation in the
district for the disadvantaged may apply for the Programme’s support.

Eligibility

Bona fide non-profit making organisations which shall be :

e a statutory organisation or an organisation registered under the laws of the
Hong Kong Special Administrative Region; and

e an approved charitable institution and trust of a public character under
section 88 of the Inland Revenue Ordinance (Cap.112).

Joint applications with other organisations or District Councils are also

welcome.

Form of funding support and coverage

Funding support is normally given as a grant covering the entire project period,

to be disbursed at regular intervals. The grant may be used to pay for :

e initial capital expenditure on equipment, fitting-out works, etc.; and

e operating expenses (including staffing) for a maximum period of two
years.

Amount of grant and funding period

The funding ceiling for each approved project is $3 million. Approved
project shall begin operation within six months after approval of the grant
and the maximum funding period is two years from commencement of the
project.



