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Paper No. 1/2004

Ethnic Minorities Forum
Meeting on 27 April 2004

Scholarship Scheme for Multi-ethnic Schools
Purpose


This paper outlines a scholarship scheme for outstanding students in multi-ethnic schools. 

Background
2.
School offers opportunities not only for knowledge acquisition but also for inter-cultural understanding in a multi-ethnic environment.  It is therefore our wish to encourage schools to broaden the ethnic diversity of their enrolment.  Indeed, some schools have already taken the initiative to admit a significant number of ethnic minority students.  In appreciation of their efforts, we plan to introduce a one-off (i.e. for two years only) scholarship scheme for them as a token of appreciation and as a form of encouragement.  Through this scholarship scheme, we wish to instill in the minds of the next generation the importance of merit and equal opportunities, i.e. the idea that excellence is rewarded irrespective of one’s racial or ethnic background.  The scholarships are called “Harmony Scholarships” (融和獎學金).
Source of funding
3.
The source of funding for the scholarship scheme is the Ex-Chinese Public Dispensaries Fund (under the auspices of the Secretary for Home Affairs Incorporated), which may be applied for public welfare in such ways that are beneficial to the community.  

Eligibility

4.
The scholarship scheme is intended for schools with relatively more ethnic minority students.  According to the Education and Manpower Bureau, there are currently twelve such schools in Hong Kong (nine primary schools and three secondary schools).  The details are at Annex A.

5.
The eligibility criteria for the selection of students for the scholarships are at Annex B.

Amount to be awarded

6.
The amount of the award is $10,000 for a secondary school student, and $5,000 for a primary school student.  The scholarship scheme will last for two years and be awarded at the end of the 2003/04 and 2004/05 academic years.  A total of 28 scholarships (14 scholarships x 2 years) will be awarded to 28 students.  The cost of the scheme is $190,000 for two years.  A breakdown is at Annex C.  The scholarship will be awarded by way of a cheque.
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Annex A

Schools to be included in the scholarship scheme

(schools that admit relatively more ethnic minority children)
	School

	No. of students 

to be awarded scholarships in 2003/04
	No. of students 

to be awarded scholarships
in 2004/05

	Primary


	

	Sir Ellis Kadoorie (Sookunpo) Primary School

	1
	1

	Li Sing Tai Hang School

	1
	1

	Li Cheng Uk Government 
Primary School (p.m.)


	1
	1

	Yaumati Kaifong Association School

	1
	1

	Islamic Primary School

	1
	1

	Hong Kong Taoist Association School

	1
	1

	Man Kiu Association Primary School

	1
	1

	Po Leung Kuk Camoes Tan Siu Lin 
Primary School

	1
	1

	Delia English Primary School


	1
	1

	Secondary


	

	Sir Ellis Kadoorie Secondary School
(West Kowloon) (S.1 – S.5)


	1

(for S.1 to S.5)
	1

(for S.1 to S.5)

	Delia Memorial School (Hip Wo)
(S.1 – S.7)


	2

(one for S.1 to S.5
and one 
for S.6 to S.7)
	2

(one for S.1 to S.5 and one
for S.6 to S.7)


	Delia Memorial School (Broadway) 
(S.1 – S.7)
	2

(one for S.1 to S.5 
and one for 
S.6 to S.7)
	2

(one for S.1 to S.5 and one for 
S.6 to S.7)

	Total
	14
	14


                                          Annex B

Criteria for Selection of Students for the
Award of a Scholarship


Scholarships will be awarded to students in each of the following three sections : Primary 1 to 6, Secondary 1 to 5 and Secondary 6 to 7.  

2.
The student will be selected by the principals of the respective schools, on the basis of the following considerations –
	Area
	Weighting

	Academic results in the relevant academic year
	40%

	Conduct
	30%

	Participation in school activities and community service
	30%


3.
In line with the principle of equal opportunities, the scholarship is open to all students of the school irrespective of their racial or ethnic background.  In other words, the scholarship is based on merit.  

4.
No means test is required.

5.
The decision of the principal in the selection of a student for the scholarship for each section shall be final.

6.
To maximize the number of beneficiaries, no student should be awarded the scholarship more than once.

Annex C

Total Cost of the Scholarship Scheme

	School
	No. of students to be awarded a scholarship 
in one year
	Amount of award for each student


	Total Amount

	Primary 
	9
	$5,000
	$45,000

	Secondary
	5
	$10,000
	$50,000

	Total for one year
	14
	-
	$95,000

	Total for two years
	28
	-
	$190,000
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