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Purpose



This paper reports the results of the second Survey on Public Attitudes on Racial Discrimination commissioned by the Home Affairs Bureau.

Background
2.

The Government has decided in principle to introduce a bill into the Legislative Council to prohibit racial discrimination in certain areas.  In September 2004, the Government published a Consultation Paper entitled “Legislating Against Racial Discrimination – A Consultation Paper” inviting public views on the legislative proposals.  In addition, two Surveys on Public Attitudes on Racial Discrimination were conducted to gauge public attitudes on issues about racial discrimination by way of telephone interviews.

The Survey
3. The first Survey was conducted in February – March 2004 before the publication of the Consultation Paper.  The second Survey, adopting the same survey methodology as the first, was conducted in March upon the completion of the consultations on the proposed legislation against racial discrimination in February 2005.

THE OBJECTIVES OF THE SURVEY
4.
The main objectives of the second Survey were as follows:

(a) to assess public attitudes on equal opportunities for ethnic minorities in Hong Kong;
(b) to assess public attitudes on racial discrimination;
(c) to find out what the public thought the role of the Government should be in dealing with the issue of racial discrimination; and

(d) to monitor changes in public attitudes on racial discrimination since the first Survey.

THE RESULTS OF THE SECOND SURVEY
5.
In the second Survey, some 2,003 persons aged 15-64 were successfully interviewed through telephone between 1 and 14 March, with a response rate of 59.8%.  The key findings with comparisons with the first Survey results are at the Annex.

ADVICE SOUGHT

6.
Members are invited to note the contents of this paper.

Home Affairs Bureau

May 2005

Annex
1.

Opinions on equal opportunities, racial discrimination and the role of the Government

	Aspect
	
	Statement
	% who agreed to it 

	
	
	
	2004
	2005

	Equal Opportunities
	
	There should be equal opportunities for people of different racial backgrounds in Hong Kong.
	87.4
	88.4

	Racial Discrimination 
	
	There is a racial discrimination problem in Hong Kong.
	47.5
	49.5

	Role of the Government
	
	The Government should take measures to promote racial harmony and to educate the public on racial equality.
	80.2
	80.9

	
	
	The Government should introduce legislation to prohibit racial discrimination.
	59.1
	58.5

	
	
	A race discrimination law would not have a negative impact on the Hong Kong economy.
	64.7
	66.6


Base: All persons aged 15 –64 (Sample size: Year 2004 = 1 954; Year 2005 = 2 003)
2.
Opinions on racial discrimination in specific situations

	Area
	
	Situation
	
	% who rated it

unacceptable

	
	
	
	
	2004
	2005

	Retail
	
	A shop refuses to provide goods or services to a customer because of his / her racial background.
	
	89.3
	89.2

	School Admission
	
	A school refuses admission to a student because of his / her racial background.
	
	86.0
	84.9

	Pay
	
	Two colleagues in identical jobs get different salaries because of their different racial backgrounds.
	
	80.1
	80.0

	Employment
	
	An employer refuses to employ a qualified person because of his / her racial background.
	
	78.8
	77.5

	
	
	A recruitment advertisement specifies that only persons of a certain race can apply for the job
	
	71.4*
	68.3*

	Club Membership
	
	A social club refuses to admit a person as a member because of his / her racial background.
	
	76.2
	75.7

	Renting Accommodation 
	
	A landlord refuses to let a vacant flat to a person because of his / her racial background.
	
	70.5
	67.8

	
	
	A landlord refuses to sublet a room in his flat to a person because of his / her racial background.
	
	60.5*
	57.0*


* The difference between the two Surveys is statistically significant at 5% significance level.

Base: All persons aged 15 –64 (Sample size: Year 2004 = 1 954; Year 2005 = 2 003)

3.
Attitude towards having a friend, colleague or superior of a different racial background

	% of acceptance of 

a person of 

different racial background as your -
	
	Chinese

Descent
	
	Caucasian

Descent
	
	Southeast Asian Descent
	
	South Asian

Descent

	
	
	2004
	2005
	
	2004
	2005
	
	2004
	2005
	
	2004
	2005

	Friend
	
	95.7
	95.8
	
	92.7
	92.5
	
	91.6
	92.7
	
	85.4*
	89.0*

	Colleague
	
	95.1
	96.3
	
	92.8*
	94.4*
	
	91.2*
	93.3*
	
	88.1*
	92.1*

	Superior
	
	95.0
	95.7
	
	93.7
	94.7
	
	91.3
	92.3
	
	88.1*
	90.4*


* The difference between the two Surveys is statistically significant at 5% significance level.

Base: All persons aged 15 –64 (Sample size: Year 2004 = 1 954; Year 2005 = 2 003)


