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Harmony Scholarship Scheme
Purpose



This paper seeks members’ views on increasing the number of scholarships awarded under the Harmony Scholarship Scheme by reducing the amount of each scholarship.  
Background

2.
At its meeting on 22 September 2004, the Committee on the Promotion of Racial Harmony endorsed the continuation of the Scheme.
  Subsequently, two of the principals of participating schools asked us to consider increasing the number of scholarships by reducing the amount awarded for each scholarship.  They were of the view that the amount of scholarship was on the high side and more scholarships should be awarded to encourage more students.

Proposal

3.
The Home Affairs Bureau shares these views and we propose that we double the number of awards by halving the amount of each scholarship.  This would reduce the amount awarded to each primary student from $5,000 to $2,500 and that awarded to each secondary student from $10,000 to $5,000.  The total cost of the scheme would remain unchanged at $130,000, but the number of scholarships would double from 18 to 36.  Details are at the Annex.  
Assessment

4.
Our assessment is that the scholarship would remind prestigious and attractive to students even if the amount is reduced.  The proposal would help to give recognition to more students.  As our main aim is to encourage students to do well in schools, the proposed change would help us to better achieve this goal.
Advice sought
5.
Members are invited to advise whether they endorse the recommendation set out in paragraph 3.

Home Affairs Bureau
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Annex

Eligible Schools under the Harmony Scholarship Scheme

	School


	No. of students 

to be awarded scholarships in 2004/05
	Amount 

to be awarded for each scholarship in 2004/05

	Primary
	

	1. Sir Ellis Kadoorie (Sookunpo) Primary School


	2
	$2,500

	2. Li Sing Tai Hang School


	2
	$2,500

	3. Li Cheng Uk Government Primary School (p.m.)


	2
	$2,500

	4. Yaumati Kaifong Association School


	2
	$2,500

	5. Islamic Primary School


	2
	$2,500

	6. Hong Kong Taoist Association School


	2
	$2,500

	7. Man Kiu Association Primary School


	2
	$2,500

	8. Po Leung Kuk Camoes Tan Siu Lin Primary School


	2
	$2,500

	9. Delia English Primary School


	2
	$2,500

	10. UMAH International Primary School


	2
	$2,500


	Secondary
	

	11. Sir Ellis Kadoorie Secondary School (West Kowloon) 


	2 (S.1 – S.3)

2 (S.4 – S.5)


	$5,000

$5,000

	12. Delia Memorial School (Hip Wo) 


(S.1 – S.7)


	2 (S.1 – S.3)

2 (S.4 – S.5)

2 (S.6 – S.7)


	$5,000

$5,000

$5,000

	13. Delia Memorial School (Broadway)


(S.1 – S.7)
	2 (S.1 – S.3)

2 (S.4 – S.5)

2 (S.6 – S.7)
	$5,000

$5,000

$5,000



	Total
	36
	$130,000


� CPRH Paper no. 010/2004 sets out that -


the Bureau will earmark additional funding to extend the scholarship for two more years (2005/06 and 2006/07);


the UMAH International Primary School will join the Scheme from 2004-05;


the “Secondary 1 to 5” category should be split into two, namely Secondary 1 to 3, and Secondary 4 to 5, since many minority students do not continue their education beyond Secondary 3; and


the students’ participation in communal harmony building activities will be included as one of the selection criteria.
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