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For discussion                                   Paper no. 5/2005

Ethnic Minorities Forum

meeting on 17 May 2005
Sunday Cultural Programme – Culture in Motion

Purpose

This paper updates members on the Sunday cultural programme and reports on planning for future events.

Progress
2.
The inaugural show of our thematic Sunday cultural programme: ‘Culture in Motion: the Philippines’ was held in Central on 20 February.  It was organised by the Race Relations Unit, in co-operation with the Philippine Consulate General and the Filipino community to foster a sense of inter-communal understanding among Hong Kong’s ethnic minorities and to celebrate Hong Kong’s cultural diversity.

3.
We invited around 140 Filipino volunteers, performers and artists to showcase their culture through dances, songs, games, photographic and art exhibits.  Among a large crowd of participants, more than 40 special guests from the consulates general, the Committee on the Promotion of Racial Harmony, and the Ethnic Minorities Forum attended the event.  The response was enthusiastic.  
Way Forward

4.
In view of the positive feedback received for the pilot show, the Bureau has reserved additional funding to continue the programme into 2005-06 at a budget of $80,000 for each event.  The programme will comprise a series of single culture events, followed by a multicultural finale.  
5.
The Unit has reserved the Grand Theatre of the Hong Kong Cultural Centre on 10 August 2005 for ‘Culture in Motion: Pakistan’ and the Central Lawn of the Victoria Park on 27 November 2005 for ‘Culture in Motion: Indonesia’.  Two working groups comprising the staff of the Race Relations Unit, members of the respective communities and representatives of the consulates general will be formed to take the projects forward.

6.
 We propose that, in 2006, the Unit should organize ‘Culture in Motion: Thailand’, ‘Culture in Motion: Nepal” and ‘Culture in Motion: India’.  The Unit will seek the respective communities’ views to determine the dates and venues.
Action required

7.
Members are invited to comment on the proposal in paragraph 6. 
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