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Establishment of Ethnic Minority Self-Help Teams 

for the Pakistani and Nepalese Communities

Purpose

This paper introduces the pilot scheme of establishing Ethnic Minorities Self-Help Teams for the Pakistani and Nepalese communities in 2006-07.

Background

2.
5% of the total population of Hong Kong, which amounts to some 300,000 people, are ethnic minorities, mostly from South Asian and Southeast Asian countries like India, Nepal, Pakistan, the Philippines, Indonesia and Thailand.  They have experienced considerable difficulties in accessing community resources mainly due to language barriers which prevent them from obtaining essential and relevant information and assistance.  The problem is particularly serious among Nepalese and Pakistani as a relatively smaller proportion of them speak either English or Cantonese.  Their needs may also not be adequately addressed by existing mainstream social services due to cultural differences.

3.
The Home Affairs Bureau has been striving to promote racial harmony and equality as part of our policy on protecting human rights.  We have established a Race Relations Unit to handle inquiries and complaints against racial discrimination, in addition to sponsoring and facilitating the operation of a number of programmes run by non-governmental organizations (NGOs), including language courses and after-school support services for ethnic minority children and their parents to help them adapt to the life in Hong Kong.  Earlier this year, we have also announced the proposed establishment of a Community Development Team for Ethnic Minorities from South Asia in the Yau Tsim Mong District to assist them in getting access to community resources and social services, and to build up their capacity to participate actively in community affairs with a view to achieving sustainable community development.  The project is to be operated by selected NGOs on a two-year basis.
4.
Although the existing efforts have been well-received, there are still calls for the Government to offer further support for the ethnic minority communities to run their own self-help initiatives to service their respective compatriots, particularly for those who have just arrived at Hong Kong.  We reckon that it would be a useful complementary service to our present efforts, since it would be easier for the local ethnic minority helpers to communicate with and understand the needs of members of their own race, thus capable of providing appropriate services on a more personal level.

The Scheme

5.
We propose to set up a pilot scheme to fund a Pakistani and a Nepalese community organization to set up one ethnic minority self-help team each, as we consider members of these two communities to be most needy for reasons set out in paragraph 2.  Each team will receive $300,000 in the year 2006-07 to cover staff emoluments, including mandatory provident fund, and costs associated with the operation of the team and its services.  Each service team must hire a minimum of two full-time staff to provide assistance to needy members of their own races in helping them to settle down in Hong Kong and/or gain access to social services and other community resources.  Details and requirements of the scheme will be specified in the project brief.  The continuity of the scheme beyond the said financial year will be subject to the availability of funds and prevailing service needs.

Timetable

6.
Subject to Members’ views, we intend to call for proposals from the Pakistani and Nepalese community organizations before the end of the year, and expect the service teams to start operating in May 2006. 

Comments sought

7.
Members are welcome to express their views on the proposal set out above.
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