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Purpose



This paper reports the results of the second Survey on Public Attitudes on Racial Discrimination commissioned by the Home Affairs Bureau.

Background
2.

The Government has decided in principle to introduce a bill into the Legislative Council to prohibit racial discrimination in certain areas.  In September 2004, the Government published a Consultation Paper entitled “Legislating Against Racial Discrimination – A Consultation Paper” inviting public views on the legislative proposals.  In addition, two Surveys on Public Attitudes on Racial Discrimination were conducted to gauge public attitudes on issues about racial discrimination by way of telephone interviews.

The Survey
3. The first Survey was conducted in February – March 2004 before the publication of the Consultation Paper.  The second Survey, adopting the same survey methodology as the first, was conducted in March upon the completion of the consultations on the proposed legislation against racial discrimination in February 2005.
THE OBJECTIVES OF THE SURVEY
4.
The main objectives of the second Survey were as follows:

(a) to assess public attitudes on equal opportunities for ethnic minorities in Hong Kong;
(b) to assess public attitudes on racial discrimination;

(c) to find out what the public thought the role of the Government should be in dealing with the issue of racial discrimination; and

(d) to monitor changes in public attitudes on racial discrimination since the first Survey.

THE RESULTS OF THE SECOND SURVEY
5.
In the second Survey, some 2,003 persons aged 15-64 were successfully interviewed through telephone between 1 and 14 March, with a response rate of 59.8%.  The key findings with comparisons with the first Survey results are at the Annex.
6.
A full Survey report (in soft copy) is available upon request.
ADVICE SOUGHT

7.
Members are invited to note the contents of this paper.

Home Affairs Bureau

July 2005
PAGE  
3

