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For information                         CRPH Paper no. 019/2005

Paper for the Committee on the Promotion of Racial Harmony meeting on 20 July 2005
Radio Programmes in Minority Langauges
Purpose

This paper updates members on the development of the radio programmes in minority languages.

Background
2.
The programmes were first launched in November 2004.  The aim is to offer a variety of entertainment that is relevant to Hong Kong’s ethnic minority communities.  Because there were existing programmes in most of the main minority languages but not in Nepali or Urdu, we decided to accord priority to those two languages.  Following standard tendering procedures, we had selected Metro Plus (Metro) to operate the programmes for three months on a pilot basis.  
3.
In view of positive feedback, the Home Affairs Bureau had decided to extend the contract with Metro to 16 May 2005.   The second series ran in the same format and its tapes are available on HAB’s website.  
New Series

4.
Following another tendering and selection exercise, we have decided to commission Commercial Radio Hong Kong (Commercial) to produce the third series.

Format of Programmes
5.
At the meeting on 31 March 2005, some Committee Members suggested -
a)
including Hong Kong news in the programmes; and 
b)
breaking the current 30-minute episodes into several 10-minute segments to be broadcast at regular – possibly repeated – intervals throughout the week.  
6.
The Bureau has implemented the proposal in paragraph 5(a) in the third series.  It also explored the suggestion in paragraph 5(b) with Commercial and found out that both the proposal itself and variations on it would engender logistical complications and cost increase in the order of 30% to 40%.  Against this background, we were not in a position to meet the request and therefore adhered to the existing format.
The third series
7.
The third series will be broadcast on Commercial Radio AM864 (on 26 consecutive Saturdays) from 18 June to 10 December 2005. “Hong Kong-Pak This Evening” in Urdu is being broadcast from 8:00 pm to 8:30 pm, while “Nepal Darshan” in Nepali is from 8:30 pm to 9:00 p.m.
Advice sought

8.
Members are asked to note the contents of this paper.

Race Relations Unit

Home Affairs Bureau

July 2005
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