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Committee on the Promotion of Racial Harmony

Notes of the meeting on 16 November 2007
Attendance

Chairman: 
Mr Arthur Ho, Deputy Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs (1)


Member:
Ms Raees Begum Baig 


Mr Manohar Chugh


Ms Annie Lin



Mr Khan Muhammad Malik


Mr Sem Lim Njauw



Ms Devi Novianti



Ms Adrielle Panares, MH 


Ms Vandana Rajwani



Mr Muhammed Javed Shahab



Mr Saeed-Uddin, MH



Ms Wong Wai-fun, Fermi


Dr Yung Pui-yip, Paul


Ms Esther Chan (Labour Department)


Mr Ching Wai Hung (Education Bureau)



Ms Li Wan-in (Home Affairs Department)



Mrs Angela Wong (Information Services Department)


Mr Stanley Ng, (Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau)



Ms Shirley Chan (Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Bureau)

In Attendance :



Mr Raymond Tang (Chairperson, Equal Opportunities Commission)


Mr Johnny Chan (Community Work Supervisor, Yuen Long Town Hall (YLTH))


Mr Wingo Ho (Team leader, Chomolongma Multicultural Community Centre, YLTH)


Ms Jess Chan (Social Worker, Chomolongma Multicultural Community Centre, YLTH)


Ms Stephenie Shum (Social Worker, Chomolongma Multicultural Community Centre, YLTH)



Mr Shafi-Asaf (Programme worker, Chomolongma Multicultural Community Centre, YLTH)


Ms Ichha Gurung, Programme worker, Chomolongma Multicultural Community Centre, YLTH)


Absence with apologies:



Mr James Arthur Elms


Ms Aruna Gurung


Mr Amarjeet Singh Khosa



Mr Buddhi Bahadur Thapa 

1.
Confirmation of the notes of discussion on 24 April 2007
1.1
The notes of meeting on 24 April 2007 were confirmed.
2.
Matters arising from the meeting on 24 April 2007
2.1 Education support for Non-Chinese speaking (NCS) students: the Chairman said that, at the suggestion of the Education Bureau (EDB), a paper regarding “Flexibility in the Application of Chinese Language Requirement for the Admission of Non-Chinese Speaking Students into UCG-funded Institutions” and an updated list of designated school were circulated to Members on 31 July and 6 September 2007 respectively.  Issues raised by some Members were set out below:
(a)
A Member said that out of the eight UCG-funded institutions, six institutions had not considered accepting alternative qualification in Chinese for university admissions.  Mr Ching (EDB) said that arrangements were being made for recognition of the alternative Chinese Language qualifications for education-related purposes and schools would be informed of the details when ready.  He would reflect the Member’s concern to relevant colleagues in his Bureau.  The Chairman supplemented that the concerned universities had reached a consensus and were consulted for the purpose of formulating an implementation plan.  He would request EDB to report on progress when the implementation plan was issued;

(Post-meeting note: a letter of 16.11.2007 on Education Support for Non-Chinese Speaking (NCS) Students issued by the Education Bureau to schools was sent to the Secretary for onward transmission to Members for information).
(b)
A Member asked whether the Urdu language could be taught in primary schools where Urdu speaking students were admitted.  Mr Ching said since only one school was involved, he would follow up the issue with the Member; and

(c)
Some Members suggested that, since education for ethnic minorities was a fundamental issue in the subject of integration, a focus group could be formed to study the matter in detail. The Chairman remarked that this would have to be discussed with EDB.
2.2

Equal Opportunities (Race) Funding Scheme 2006/07: Ms Chan (CMAB) said that a vetting committee comprising five Committee Members met on 6 June to examine 49 applications.  A total of 24 projects were approved, representing an approved total sponsorship of $0.23 million.  In slower time, the secretariat would send Members a list of the organisations sponsored under the 2007-08 Scheme and liaise with Members about visits to sponsored projects.

2.3
Race Discrimination Bill: 

(a)
The Chairman said that eleven meetings of the Legislative Council Bills Committee on Race Discrimination Bill were held from January to June 2007.  The Bills Committee resumed scrutinizing the Bill on 8 October 2007 and the Administration would work closely with the Committee with a view to resuming Second Reading of the Bill in this legislative session.  

(b)
Some Members noted that the UN’s Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination had made comments on the draft Bill and requested the Central People’s Government to provide a reply by 30 November 2007.  They asked whether the Administration would circulate a copy of the reply to Members.  The Chairman said that he would look into this in consultation with the relevant authorities.  

(c)
A Member asked whether the Bureau would publish the HKSAR’s Report on the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination to the public.  The Chairman explained that as the State Party of the Convention, the Central People’s Government would submit a report to the UN Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD) in which the HKSAR’s report would form a part of it.  He confirmed that the part on HKSAR would be issued for public information after the CERD had acknowledged receipt of China’s report.
2.4
A temporary religious institution (Assembly Hall) in Kam Tin, Yuen Long: Mr Shahab informed Members that he had submitted a second application for a temporary religious assembly hall after some villagers pressed the town Planning Board to reject his first application with a view to stopping Muslim’s appearance in the neighbourhood.  Issues raised by some Members were set out below:
(a)
Some Members opined that a public education to promote religious tolerance and understanding should be provided to the villagers.  The Chairman said the Bureau would consider seeking assistance from the resources of the HAD in the district to identify the problems and consider remedial measures, including public education, networking and mediation;

(b)
A Member asked what the existing collaboration was between the CMAB and the HAB in the formulation of policies for matters relating to religion.  The Chairman explained that the CMAB had coordinated responsibility for human right issues while the HAB’s purviews included the promotion of religious freedom.  The two bureaux would work together on issues involving race and religion;
(c)
Some Members asked how the Government could prohibit religious discrimination when there was no specific provision in the Race Discrimination Bill against religious discrimination.  Mr Tang (EOC) opined that, depending on the nature of a particular case, the restrictive participation of religious activities could fall within racial discrimination under the proposed Race Discrimination Bill.  
3.
Community Development Service for South Asians in the Yuen Long District: At the invitation of the Chairman, Mr Chan (YLTH) and his team gave Members a briefing on the various Community Development Services being offered to South Asian residents in the Yuen Long District.
3.1
Some Members expressed views on the following and Mr Chan took note of them-


(a)
strong children programmes could secure the engagement of inactive parents; 
(b) 
prominent women could play a major role in encouraging more active female participants; 
(c)
the social integration of ethnic minorities could best achieved by attracting local participants to the programmes; and

(d)
provision of cultural sensitivity training should be offered to the programme officers.

3.2
The Chairman agreed to circulate Mr Chan’s presentation to Members for further comments.  In addition, Mr Chan said he would include statistics and quantitative indicators in the materials to be circulated. 


(Post-meeting note: a PowerPoint file on the Community Development Service in the Yuen Long District issued by the Yuen Long Town Hall was sent to Members for comments on 2 April 2008).

4. Culture in Motion: A Celebration of Racial Harmony: Ms Panares briefed Members that the event on 9 December 2007 would feature ethnic dance and music performances by Indian, Nepalese, Pakistani, Filipino, Indonesian and Thai ethnic groups. Apart from stage performances, there would be exhibition booths to introduce cultural artifacts, national costumes and other cultural exhibits.  In appreciation of community aspirations, Members would sing the theme song of HKSAR 10th Anniversary as a part of the opening ceremony.  She therefore invited Members to assemble at the Southorn Playground at 2:30 pm on 9 December 2007 for a brief rehearsal.
5.
Any other business: There was no other business notified.
6.
Date of Next Meeting: CMAB would inform Members of the date of the next meeting.
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